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1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT JOSEPH KRAFT BYLINER, WASHINGTON 
POST EDITORIAL; 7/7/74, HEADLINED:"A NEW WEAKNESS IN OUR 
GLOBAL RELATIONS." 

2 THE MOSCOW SUMMIT MEETINGS LAST WEEK PROVIDED A FORE- 
TASTE OF THE ROUGH GOING THE UNITED STATES IS APT TO EN- 
COUNTER IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA AS LONG AS PRESIDENT 
NIXON CLINGS TO OFFICE. THE TALKS HERE SHOWED PLAINLY 
THAT MR. NIXON HAS LOST HIS CLOUT IN THE MOST IMPORTANT OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS; 

3 MOREOVER, THE PRESIDENTS WEAKNESS IS NOW BEGINNING TO 
RUB OFF ON HIS SECRETARY OF STATE. DR; KISSINGER CAN NO 
LONGER WIELD THE CLUB OF A STRONG PRESIDENCY TO LINE UP 
THE AMERICAN BUREAUCRACY IN THE STYLE REQUIRED BY HIS 
SPECIAL KIND OF DIPLOMACY. 

4. UNMISTAKABLE EVIDENCE OF THE PRESIDENTS WEAKNESS 
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ABROAD AROSE FROM HIS EFFORTS TO MAKE THE SUMMIT TALKS A 
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PERSONAL VICTORY. HE REPEATEDLY AND PUBLICLY DECLARED 
THAT THE TALKS AND THEIR SUCCESS DEPENDED UPON "PERSONAL 
DIPLOMACY" BETWEEN HIMSELF AND SECRETARY GENERAL LEONID 
BREZHNEV; 

5. BUT THE RUSSIANS DID NOT RISE TO THAT BAIT ON ONE 
OCCASION, WHICH REFERRED TO THE FUTURE, PRAVDA STRUCK THE 
TERM "PERSONAL" FROM THE TEXT OF A PRESIDENTIAL TOAST; 

6. AT THE FINAL BANQUET, MR. BREZHNEV MADE REIOINDER TO 
THE PRESIDENT'S STRESS ON PERSONAL DIPLOMACY BY POINTEDLY 
ALLUDING TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND THE AMERICAN CONGRESS. 
THE RUSSIANS HAVE COME TO UNDERSTAND THAT THEIR FUTURE 
WITH THE UNITED STATES REQUIRES A THICK DIET OF RELATIONS 
WITH ALL ELEMENTS IN AMERICAN LIFE IT SAYS SOMETHING OF 
MOSCOW.S CHANGING VIEW THAT A DOCUMENTARY FILM OF SEN. 
EDWARD KENNEDY'S RECENT VISIT TO RUSSIA OPENED HERE LAST 
WEEK 

7. NEITHER WERE THE RUSSIANS PREPARED TO OBLIGE THE 
PRESIDENT ON THE MAIN MATTER OF SUBSTANCE IN THE SUMMIT 
TALKS HERE. THE BIG ITEM ON THE AGENDA TURNED AR04ND 
PROPOSALS FOR A LIMITATION ON MULTI-HEADED MISSILES, OR 
MIRVS 

8. THE RUSSIANS CLEARLY SENSED THAT THEY HAD MR; NIXON 
ON THE DEFENSIVE; SECRETARY GENERAL BREZHNEV PRESENTED 
PROPOSALS WHICH WOULD HAVE ALLOWED THE RUSSIANS TO CATCH 
UP WITH THE UNITED STATES AND PERHAPS ACHIEVE A DECISIVE 
EDGE IN 1980. THE POLITBURO SPURNED MORE RESTRICTIVE 
NUMBERS PUT FORWARD BY MR. NIXON. 

9. NOT ONLY DID THE RUSSIANS FEEL ABLE TO HANG TOUGH, 

BUT IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE PRESIDENT COULD NOT HAVE 
BOUGHT A SLIGHTLY SOFTER RUSSIAN POSITION MR. NIXON 
DEPENDS ON CONSERVATIVE VOTES IN THE SENATE TO OVERCOME 
IMPEACHMENT. THE LAST THING HE CAN AFFORD IS A NUCLEAR 
AGREEMENT THAT WOULD ALIENATE SUCH HAWKS AS BARRY GOLD- 
WATER. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 146171 

10. CONGRESSIONAL OPPOSITION WAS THE MORE CERTAIN BE- 
CAUSE THE ADMINISTRATION POSITION ON MIRV LIMITATION HAS 
NOT BEEN UNANIMOUS. DEFENSE SECRETARY I AMES SCHLESINGER 
ACTUALLY WANTED MORE RESTRICTIVE LIMITS ON SOVIET DEPLOY- 
MENT THAN THOSE SET FORTH IN THE U.S. PROPOSAL WHICH THE 
RUSSIANS REJECTED. HAD A DEAL BEEN STRUCK THERE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN SOME MURDEROUS INFIGHTING WITHIN THE ADMINISTRA 
TION; 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


1 1 . FOR RELATIONS AMONG THE CHIEF FIGURES INSIDE MR. 

NIXON,S GOVERNMENT HAVE BEEN RECENTLY ALTERED. DR. 
KISSINGER USED- BY INVOKING THE PRESIDENTS AUTHORITY AND 
BY PLAYING A CLOSE, INSIDE GAME-TO FORCE HIS OWN POSI- 
TIONS ON THE REST OF WASHINGTON; 

12. BUT THE PRESIDENCY WHICH HE ONCE BRANDISHED AS A 
CLUB HAS TURNED INTO A BANANA. INDEPENDENT-MINDED MEN, 
SUCH AS DR SCHLESINGER, CAN AND DO TAKE POSITIONS WHICH 
DIFFER FROM THOSE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. DR KISSIN- 
GER NOW HAS TO MAKE TREATIES WITH THE WASHINGTON OPPOSI 
TION INSTEAD OF OVERCOMING IT BY MAIN FORCE. 

13. IT SAYS A GOOD DEAL THAT DURING THE MOSCOW VISIT 
VARIOUS RUSSIANS EXPRESSED A KEEN INTEREST IN A VISIT 
FROM THE DEFENSE SECRETARY; IT ALSO SAYS SOMETHING THAT 
DR KISSINGER HUNG BACK IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, AND ONCE, 

NOT ENTIRELY IN JEST, SAID, "NOBODY TELLS ME ANYTHING. 

I JUST FOLLOW TEN PACES BEHIND." 

14. WHAT WAS ACHIEVED AT THE MOSCOW SUMMIT, IN THESE 
CONDITIONS, IS NOT TO BE DISPARAGED THE CONDITION CALLED 
DETENTE WAS MAINTAINED. SOME ACCORDS WHICH PROVIDE FOR 
FURTHER COOPERATION WERE SIGNED A TRULY BAD DEAL WAS 
AVOIDED; 

15. NO DOUBT IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT MORE WAS NOT ACHIEVED 
BUT NO ONE SHOULD BE IN ANY DOUBT AS TO WHY THE ACCOM- 
PLISHMENT WAS SO MEAGER. 

16. THE CENTRAL FACT IS THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS A 
PRESIDENT CRUSHED BY THE PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE BROUGHT AN 
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IMPEACHMENT PROCESS DOWN UPON HIS HEAD; EVEN IF HE WERE 
A MAN OF PURE MOTIVE AND UNBLEMISHED CONSCIENCE, HE COULD 
NOT POSSIBLY SEPARATE OUT HIS OWN INTEREST FROM THE 
NATIONAL INTEREST SO LONG AS HE REMAINS IN OFFICE, THE 
COUNTRY WILL LIMP ALONG IN ITS MOST IMPORTANT INTER- 
NATIONAL BUSINESS (END TEXT.) SISCO 
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